Cuts and Scrapes 

· Apply pressure to the cut with clean gauze or towel to control bleeding. 

· Clean with antiseptic or antibacterial soap. Rinse well. Avoid kissing a cut “to make it all better,” since this can lead to infection. 
  

· [image: image1]Cover with adhesive bandage if the cut is in an area that can become dirty easily. 

· Check to be sure that the child’s tetanus shot is up-to-date. 

· If the cut is from an animal bite, clean it thoroughly with soap and water. A doctor should examine the child. Tell the doctor where the injury occurred, since Georgia state law requires that animal bites be reported to your county health department or Georgia Poison Control at 404-616-9000. 

· If the cut is a puncture wound through a shoe (for example, the child has stepped on a nail), the child should be evaluated immediately by a doctor. All puncture wounds should be watched for signs of infection (pain, redness or tenderness). These infections can occur weeks or even months after the puncture. 
· Take the child to a doctor to have the cut evaluated for stitches if: 
– The edges of the cut are separated 
– The cut is longer than 1/4 inch 
– Fat is protruding from the cut 

· Apply an antiseptic ointment if you do not plan to take the child to see a doctor. 
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